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Lisa Dowdell’s Live & Learn Story 

0:00 I’m Lisa Dowdell and this is my live and learn story.

0:04 I fell into IT probably almost 30 years ago and just just fell in love with it. At 
that time, my job didn’t require me to have a degree. It started off with data entry 
and things like that, and IT became about leadership and about developing a project, 
and so education became something that was important.

0:25 I’ve tried several times to earn a degree, but there was always an excuse. If it 
wasn’t life, it was the job. Something always interrupted me, and I would stop. 

0:36 I learned about Capella through my daughter’s graduation. I was just so 
inspired. Even though she had like a little small infant, she was working a full-time 
job, she was actually able to achieve getting her master’s degree.

0:50 That night she showed me the website and I was sitting there thinking “oh my 
god. I can do this. I can actually get my education.”

0:58 FlexPath was the perfect way for me to get my degree. By moving at my own 
pace, I was able to control my schedule as well as my tuition costs. I was able to get 
my bachelor’s and my master’s. 

1:10 Very soon, I’ll be starting my doctoral program and I’m so excited about that. 
So not only did my daughter achieve her master’s degree, but she’s also getting her 
second master’s now, and my son is finishing up his bachelor’s degree, so we’ve 
become sort of a Capella family now. 
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1:29 When I think about it, I feel like I’m gonna cry because it’s something that I 
thought was unattainable. If you’re like me and maybe you put off your education 
and you think that it’s too late, it’s never too late. I am proof that you can live 
and learn.  


